
THE SIXTH

LIGHTS.  A PARK, EVENING.  

A WOMAN (33) SITS ON A BENCH, A LARGE BLACK CASE SEATED NEXT 
TO HER.  SHE NOTICES THE CRISPNESS OF HER BREATH-- LATE FALL.  
SHE STARES AT THE SKY.  

A MAN (33) ENTERS, BREATHLESS, SPOTS HER.

MAN
Hi.

WOMAN
Hi.

MAN
Am I late?

WOMAN
Late for what?

MAN
Exactly.  Yeah.  Exactly.  You’re good.

WOMAN
Thanks.

MAN
Should I. . . sit next to you?  Or do we need to, like, make 
more direct eye contact.

WOMAN
Huh?

MAN
No, yeah, totally, that’s weird.  Sorry.  Sorry.  That’s 
probably, like, a total cliché.

WOMAN
Eye contact?

MAN
I know.  Completely.  Strangers.  Should I sit?

WOMAN
Do you need to sit?

MAN
I think so.

THE WOMAN MOVES THE BIG BLACK CASE.  THE MAN SITS.



MAN (cont'd)
(re. the black case)  Do you keep your. . . materials in 
there?  I don’t know what to call them.

WOMAN
Instruments.

MAN
Makes sense.

WOMAN
Yeah.

MAN
So you just take them out right here and--

WOMAN
I’m not a street busker, I’m not a park busker.

MAN
Oh, okay.  Sorry, I don’t know what “busker” means.

WOMAN
A performer for the masses.  Well I am a performer for the 
masses, and by masses I mean people who still believe in the 
art of--

MAN
Exactly, exactly.  I do, obviously.  Believe.

WOMAN
But not, like, in subways where people drop a buck-- a buck 
if you’re lucky-- on the ground in front of you.  Call me a 
snob but I like to be. . . dressed up about it.  I still feel 
like the exchange should be an occasion.  Accessible to 
everyone, absolutely, but an occasion.

MAN
Sure, sure.  Am I dressed alright?

WOMAN
For what?

MAN
Yeah.  Yeah, that’s good food for thought.  It’s interesting, 
you’re more like a therapist.
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MAN (cont'd)
You really make the 
individual do the work for 
himself.  Or herself.  But in 
this case, himself.  Which 
is, I mean obviously people 
can be suspicious of people 
like you--

WOMAN
What?

WOMAN 
“People like me?”

MAN
Yeah.  Yeah.  I mean. . . Yeah.

WOMAN
Do I know you?  

WOMAN (cont'd)
I don’t know you.

MAN
Uh.

MAN 
Judah Paul?

WOMAN
Your name’s “Judah Paul.”  That sounds fake.

MAN 
It’s my name.

WOMAN
“Judah Paul” sounds like the name of someone starring in a 
Jewish porno.

WOMAN (cont'd)
No, not starring, actually.  
More like a supporting porn 
player.  Because I’m nothing 
like a therapist.  In fact, 
my friends tend to think I’m 
pretty judgemental.

MAN
I’m not. . . I don’t even 
know. . .

MAN 
I made an appointment last week.

WOMAN
I’m not a hooker!

MAN
God, no!  I mean, you don’t-- I don’t imagine people make 
appointments with prostitutes a week in advance.
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WOMAN
Of course they do.

WOMAN (cont'd)
The upscale, uppity white-
collar ones?  Of course you 
do.  (then) I’m gonna go.

MAN
I don’t. . .

SHE DOES, IN FACT, START TO GO.

MAN 
Does your name start with an “F?”

WOMAN
What?

MAN
And something to do with nature. . . (recalling it) “The 
nature of things,” that’s what she said.

WOMAN
Who said?

MAN 
The-- The psychic I guess you’d call her?  I don’t know if 
that’s politically correct?  “Fortune-teller” sounds really 
derivative, like calling an assistant a secretary.  I think 
maybe “seer” is good?  But, I don’t know, maybe too 
intellectual for most people?  “Psychic” splits the 
difference, I think, if it’s politically correct.

WOMAN
You’re saying a psychic told you you’d meet a stranger, here.  
In this park.

MAN
I guess.

WOMAN
You guess.

MAN
Well when I saw you sitting there, I thought you were the 
psychic.  That I was supposed to meet the psychic herself? 
There was a deal through Groupon.  When we talked on the 
phone-- when I made the appointment-- she told me to come 
here at 6 P.M. today and that she sensed the letter “F” with 
“the nature of things” in my future.  I thought she was 
giving me a little preview of her work, letting me know the 
appointment would be worth my while?  Like sometime in this 
next year I’d end up on some amazing trip to, like, Yosemite 
and really connect in the forest. . . Something like that. 
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